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The Power of Paint
When you stand 
there and look 
at everything 
together, you 
don’t have 
to like it, but 
you don’t feel 
indifferent.

When did you start creating art, 
and how would you describe your 
style? “I come from an artist family: 

my mom is a sculptor, my brother is 

an architect and my sister is a design-

er. My style is very colorful, bold, 

loud. Some people get scared be-

cause it’s very direct.”

When did you first come to Shang-
hai? “We got here in 2007. My hus-

band was in the film business in New 

York, and one day he just quit his job 

and bought tickets to travel around 

the world. We traveled for a year with 

just one suitcase. On the way to Afri-

ca, we stopped in China. We were on 

the way to a safari, but Shanghai was 

so cool that we decided to stay.” 

shanghai story

Last Word
•	Three	things	you	can’t	live	without:		

Sun, flowers and music
•	Most	recent	family	vacation:		

Byron Bay, Australia
•	Next	place	on	your	travel	wish	list:		

Africa – we never made it to the safari!
•	What’s	always	in	your	handbag:	A camera
•	Favorite	snack:	A glass of red wine

Israeli-born artist Basmat Levin on going beyond the face, bringing 
patterns to life and keeping art in the family 

What inspires your art? “I am in-

trigued by faces; I always try to read 

who is behind the face. I take photos 

of people everywhere I go, and then I 

paint from the photos. I paint a lot of 

faces, so I’m always surrounded with 

maybe 15 huge faces staring at me all 

the time. I need to take a break some-

times, so I started painting patterns. 

It’s the power of colors together – 

when you put them in a specific way,  

they get a life of their own.” 

What’s the process like for creat-
ing one of your paintings? “I often 

paint from photographs, but it’s just a 

base. I have the images in my head all 

the time – I just paint them out. The 

beauty of oil paint is that you can 

always paint on top of it. If you look 

closely, my paintings are very thick 

because I paint over them – they 

keep changing and evolving, and 

every day they look different. I work 

on 10 or 15 paintings at the same time 

– I paint on a few each day, then they 

have to dry. My studio is a very 

crowded and busy place!” 

Tell us about one of your favorite 
pieces that you’ve made. “I was 

very lucky to have a 23x8-meter wall 

built for me in Suzhou; we put 58 oil 

paintings together, each painting al-

most 2x2 meters. For me, the hard 

work was deciding what goes next to 

what; it’s a puzzle. The wall is very 

powerful – the energy, you cannot ig-

nore it. When you stand there and 

look at everything together, you  

don’t have to like it, but you don’t  

feel indifferent.”

How did you help your children de-
velop an appreciation of art? “I 

have a 17-year-old son who attends 

YCIS and a 14-year-old daughter at 

SCIS. My son is into music, and my 

daughter is a photographer. All their 

life we have taken the kids to muse-

ums, so they’re like ‘Oh, another mu-

seum, another museum…’ But after 

you take them, they enjoy it. If you 

give them a camera of their own and 

go for a walk on a sunny day, then 

they start to take photos all the time.” 

For more information on Basmat, visit: 

www.basmatlevin.com. Read the full 

interview at: www.shanghaiexpat.

com/shfamily/profile. 
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